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THE MAIN FEATURES OF THE PARTĠCLES IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

 
Summary. In grammar, a particle is a range of words that fall outside the traditional eight parts of 

speech – noun, verb, pronoun, adjective, preposition, adverb, interjection, conjunction, yet there is no 

doubt about its value in language. So, what is a particle in English? The best way to look at it is as a 

function word, or word that must be associated with another to give meaning. An example would be the 

„to‟ in the verb „to run‟. Although to can be used as a preposition, with verbs like to run, to love, or to 

talk, it acts as something called an infinitive marker, and it doesn‟t really have any meaning on its own. 

The broad term for words like this is particle. In English, for example, the phrase "oh well" has no 

purpose in speech other than to convey a mood. The word 'up' would be a particle in the phrase to 'look 

up' (as in the phrase "look up this topic"), implying that one researches something, rather than literally 

gazing skywards. Many languages use particles, in varying amounts and for varying reasons. In Hindi, 

they may be used as honorifics, or to indicate emphasis or negation.  
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What is a Particle in a Sentence? 

In most cases, particles are prepositions used in conjunction with another word to form 

phrasal (multi-word) verbs. Words like in, off, up, by, along, down, forward, under (all 

prepositions) can be particles, as can the previously discussed word, to, when used as the 

infinitive marker [2, p. 12]. An example of a particle in a sentence: He ate up all his dinner. In 

this sentence up is a particle. Why? Because the word up is not functioning as a traditional 

part of speech. Yes, up can be used as a preposition, adverb or adjective, but in this case, it is 

not quite doing that. Up in this example is acting as an adverb particle as part of a phrasal 

verb. We will discuss the role of adverb particles in a later section. 

Particle Examples 

Let‟s look at some examples of particles in sentences, beginning first with the adverb 

particles that form phrasal verbs: 

 Sassy went away on a long trip. 

 We will talk over the problem. 

 Jimmy started out with sixty dollars. 

Next some examples of to as a particle when used as the infinitive marker (notice 

how to is used as a particle and preposition in the first example): 

 I wanted to go to the movies. 

 Helen hopes to decide on her future soon. 

 We are not going to go along with this any longer. 

Next some examples of discourse particles: 

 Now, who would like some dinner? 

 I was told I would be fired. Well, I will not accept that without a fight! 
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Please note that discourse particles are more likely to be part of speech than writing. In 

addition, it could be argued that discourse particles fall under the banner of interjections 

(words like oh, wow, hey). Finally, the word not, which is termed a negative particle.We 

will not travel to Paris this summer. The president does not have that authority. 

How Many Particles Are in English? 

Because many prepositions can be used as adverb particles, we can say that there are 

dozens of English particles. However, we can break them down into these categories [3, p.45]. 

 Grammatical particles – the infinitive marker to. 

 Adverb particles – prepositions that combine with verbs to form phrasal verbs. 

 Discourse particles – words like now and well that are used like interjections. 

 Negative particle – the word not. 

And a final note: The words yes and no are sometimes described as grammatical 

particles as they do not fit into the eight parts of speech. The debate rages over this, as some 

grammarians argue that they are interjections. However, this issue feeds into a (friendly) 

criticism often aimed at grammarians; namely, that all the words they can‟t easily categorize, 

they lump together and call them particles [5, p. 45]. 

Grammatical Particle – The infinitive 'to' is an example of a grammatical particle. It is 

also called an infinitive marker. The Infinitive marker does not have any meaning on its own. 

Discourse Particles – Discourse markers have little or no meaning on their own and 

are only used to indicate the emotion and attitude of the speaker; therefore, their inclusion or 

exclusion does not affect the grammatical correctness of the sentence. 

'Well' and 'now' are two examples of discourse markers in English. 

Now, let's talk about the next question. (used to get somebody's attention)  

Now, what did you say your job was? (introducing another question)  

Well, you could at least have called me! (showing anger)  

Well, well, well! Look who finally decided to show up! (showing surprise)  

Negative Particle 

The English language has one negative particle and that is the word 'not'. Take a look at 

the examples: 

He is not a very nice man.  

I do not like this pizza at all.  

Main features of auxiliary parts of speech: 

1. does not have a lexical meaning. 

2. cannot be used separately as a sentence member and does not answer an independent 

question. 

3. It increases the impact of words and sentences, strengthens their meaning. If we 

remove the habits, there will be no significant change in meaning. 

Adverb Particle 

The most common particles you will come across are those words that are mainly used 

as prepositions, but which become adverb particles when combined with a verb [4, p. 24]. For 

example: The project was moving along at a steady rate. Along is the adverb particle in this 

sentence, joining with move to form the phrasal verb move along. It is almost unnecessary to 

use along in the example, and we could still fully understand the meaning of the sentence 

without it. So, why use particles in English at all? Grammarians don‟t often agree on the 

reasons for these things, but it‟s enough to say that these phrasal verbs that use adverb 

particles have become more common over time. It might seem unnecessary to have them, but 

language would be a lot less fun if we didn‟t. Moreover, we can also argue that adverbial 

particles do, in fact, give some meaning to the sentences. Looking back at a previous 

example: He ate up all his dinner. Without the adverb particle the sentence would look like 

this: He ate all his dinner .Are both those sentences truly the same? One might argue that ate 
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up is a little stronger and more visual than ate. The difference is subtle – very subtle. 

However, it underlines a point on which grammar specialists do agree; namely, that particles 

are “discrete entities”, i.e. they perform very subtle roles in a sentence, but their usage adds 

flavour and meaning. We should, however, be clear that some adverb particles do give very 

important context as part of a phrasal verb, without which the phrase would make no sense. 

For example: The airplane took off at 3am precisely.Took off is a phrasal verb meaning to 

become airborne. Without the adverb particle off, the sentence, the airplane took at 3am 

precisely, would be nonsensical. 

Types of Particles 

Strengthening adverbs: after, most, lap, even, more, more, also, also, how, yes, that, -ca2. 

Definitive adverbs: so, exactly, really. 

Restrictive adverbs: only, but, only, single, only, one. 

Interrogative idioms: whether, that is, whether, -mi4. 

Verbs of command: di, put, see, come, see, see, come, come, ha, -to you, -to you. 

Habits of desire: if only, if only, bari. 

Verbs of affirmation and negation: yes, yes, no, no. 

NOTE: The most commonly used adverbs in the Azerbaijani language are: ki, ha, akhi, 

kash, bas, lap, koy, mager. 

HOMONYMY OF HABITS 

Number and habit: one, only 

Pronoun and habit: so, so, how 

Verb and adverb: put, see, see 

Adverb and habit: only 

Conjunctive and adverb: that, but, and, and, even 

PUNCTUATION: -mı4 and -sana2 are written next to each other, all other adverbs are 

written separately from the words. 

The scientific result of the work: considering all the above, we can say that idioms are 

widely used in all languages as auxiliary parts of speech, but it is recommended to explain 

idioms in a broader form in sentences together with other parts of speech. 

The scientific novelty of the work: in addition to giving a broad explanation of 

customs, the article also analyzed its similar and different features with other auxiliary and 

main parts of speech. Also, the types of customs were indicated in the article. 

Application importance of the work: it seems to us that the presented article can be 

important for everyone interested in the topic "The main features of the particles in the 

English language". This article can be used in the teaching of English grammar at the master's 

level of foreign language universities.  
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Ə.R.BəĢhirzadə 

Ġngilis dilində ədatların əsas xüsusiyyətləri 

Xülasə 

 

Funksional nitq hissələrindən biri də ədatdır. Digər funksional nitq hissələri kimi ədat da cümlə-

də müstəqil sintaktik funksiya daĢımır, leksik mənası yoxdur, hər hansı suala cavab vermir. Ədat hər 

iki dildə aĢağıdakı xüsusiyyətlərlə təsnif olunur: qüvvətləndirmə xüsusiyyətinin leksik-qrammatik mə-

nası; müxtəlif söz sinifləri, söz qrupları, hətta cümlələrlə birtərəfli uyğunluğu, uzlaĢması; dəqiqləĢdir-

mək, müəyyənləĢdirmək funksiyası; bağlayıcılardan fərqli olaraq, ədatlar sözlər və cümlələr arasında 

əlaqə yaratmır, lakin sözlərin və cümlələrin mənasını təsir edir. Ədatlar mənanı möhkəmləndirir, həs-

saslığa xidmət edir, istəklərini ifadə edir, təsdiq edir və fikrini inkar edir. Bu dillərin tipoloji müqayisə-

si ilə Azərbaycan dilində olan ədatlar böyük əhəmiyyəti var idi. Məqalədə Azərbaycan və ingilis dillə-

rində ədatların növləri müzakirə olunur, həmçinin onların arasındakı fərqləri müəyyən edir. Ədatların 

kökləri danıĢmanın əsas hissələrindən alınmasına baxmayaraq, onların ilk variantları müstəqil sabit 

vahidlərdir: ən, lap, daha, bəs, məgər, kaĢ, axı, di, təki, bəli, yox, xeyr, heç, ha). Qeyri-sabit vahidlər 

ədatlar və digər çıxıĢ hissələri kimi istifadə edilə bilər. SifariĢ, nömrə, ədəbiyyat və fel kimi sözün bu 

cür hissələrinə hümanilər olması leksik bir məna daĢıyırlar, sözlərin bir hissəsinin suallarına cavab 

vermirlər və sözlərin bir hissəsi deyillər. 

Açar sözlər: ədat, söz, məna, ifadə, cümlə, məsdər, funksiya 

 

А.Р.Баширзаде  

Основные характеристики частиц в английском языке 

Резюме 

 

В грамматике частица – это набор слов, выходящих за пределы традиционных восьми 

частей речи – существительного, глагола, местоимения, прилагательного, предлога, наречия, 

междометия, союза, однако ее значение в языке не вызывает сомнений. Итак, что такое частица в 

английском языке? Лучше всего рассматривать его как функциональное слово или слово, которое 

должно быть связано с другим, чтобы придать значение. Примером может служить буква «to» в 

глаголе «бежать». Хотя to может использоваться как предлог, с такими глаголами, как бегать, 

любить или говорить, он действует как так называемый маркер инфинитива и сам по себе не 

имеет никакого значения. Общий термин для подобных слов – частица. В английском языке, 

например, фраза «ну ладно» не имеет никакой другой цели в речи, кроме как передать 

настроение. Слово «вверх» будет частицей во фразе «поиск» (как во фразе «поищите эту тему»), 

подразумевая, что человек что-то исследует, а не буквально смотрит в небо. Во многих языках 

частицы используются в разных количествах и по разным причинам. На хинди они могут 

использоваться как почетное обращение или для обозначения акцента или отрицания. 

Ключевые слова: привычка, слово, значение, выражение, предложение, инфинитив, функция 
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