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THE MAIN FEATURES OF THE PARTICLES IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Summary. In grammar, a particle is a range of words that fall outside the traditional eight parts of
speech — noun, verb, pronoun, adjective, preposition, adverb, interjection, conjunction, yet there is no
doubt about its value in language. So, what is a particle in English? The best way to look at it is as a
function word, or word that must be associated with another to give meaning. An example would be the
‘t0’ in the verb ‘to run’. Although to can be used as a preposition, with verbs like to run, to love, or to
talk, it acts as something called an infinitive marker, and it doesn’t really have any meaning on its own.
The broad term for words like this is particle. In English, for example, the phrase "oh well" has no
purpose in speech other than to convey a mood. The word ‘up’ would be a particle in the phrase to 'look
up' (as in the phrase "look up this topic"), implying that one researches something, rather than literally
gazing skywards. Many languages use particles, in varying amounts and for varying reasons. In Hindi,
they may be used as honorifics, or to indicate emphasis or negation.

Key words: habit, word, meaning, expression, sentence, infinitive, function

What is a Particle in a Sentence?

In most cases, particles are prepositions used in conjunction with another word to form
phrasal (multi-word) verbs. Words like in, off, up, by, along, down, forward, under (all
prepositions) can be particles, as can the previously discussed word, to, when used as the
infinitive marker [2, p. 12]. An example of a particle in a sentence: He ate up all his dinner. In
this sentence up is a particle. Why? Because the word up is not functioning as a traditional
part of speech. Yes, up can be used as a preposition, adverb or adjective, but in this case, it is
not quite doing that. Up in this example is acting as an adverb particle as part of a phrasal
verb. We will discuss the role of adverb particles in a later section.

Particle Examples

Let’s look at some examples of particles in sentences, beginning first with the adverb
particles that form phrasal verbs:

« Sassy went away on a long trip.

« We will talk over the problem.

« Jimmy started out with sixty dollars.

Next some examples of to as a particle when used as the infinitive marker (notice
how to is used as a particle and preposition in the first example):

« | wanted to go to the movies.

« Helen hopes to decide on her future soon.

« We are not going to go along with this any longer.

Next some examples of discourse particles:

« Now, who would like some dinner?

o | was told I would be fired. Well, I will not accept that without a fight!

117


mailto:efsanebesirzade8@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/

m Humanitar elmlarin 6yranilmasinin aktual problemlari  1/2024

Please note that discourse particles are more likely to be part of speech than writing. In
addition, it could be argued that discourse particles fall under the banner of interjections
(words like oh, wow, hey). Finally, the word not, which is termed a negative particle.We
will not travel to Paris this summer. The president does not have that authority.

How Many Particles Are in English?

Because many prepositions can be used as adverb particles, we can say that there are
dozens of English particles. However, we can break them down into these categories [3, p.45].

o Grammatical particles — the infinitive marker to.

« Adverb particles — prepositions that combine with verbs to form phrasal verbs.

« Discourse particles — words like now and well that are used like interjections.

« Negative particle — the word not.

And a final note: The words yes and no are sometimes described as grammatical
particles as they do not fit into the eight parts of speech. The debate rages over this, as some
grammarians argue that they are interjections. However, this issue feeds into a (friendly)
criticism often aimed at grammarians; namely, that all the words they can’t easily categorize,
they lump together and call them particles [5, p. 45].

Grammatical Particle — The infinitive 'to’ is an example of a grammatical particle. It is
also called an infinitive marker. The Infinitive marker does not have any meaning on its own.

Discourse Particles — Discourse markers have little or no meaning on their own and
are only used to indicate the emotion and attitude of the speaker; therefore, their inclusion or
exclusion does not affect the grammatical correctness of the sentence.

‘Well' and 'now' are two examples of discourse markers in English.

Now, let's talk about the next question. (used to get somebody's attention)

Now, what did you say your job was? (introducing another question)

Well, you could at least have called me! (showing anger)

Well, well, well! Look who finally decided to show up! (showing surprise)

Negative Particle

The English language has one negative particle and that is the word 'not’. Take a look at
the examples:

He is not a very nice man.

I do not like this pizza at all.

Main features of auxiliary parts of speech:

1. does not have a lexical meaning.

2. cannot be used separately as a sentence member and does not answer an independent
question.

3. It increases the impact of words and sentences, strengthens their meaning. If we
remove the habits, there will be no significant change in meaning.

Adverb Particle

The most common particles you will come across are those words that are mainly used
as prepositions, but which become adverb particles when combined with a verb [4, p. 24]. For
example: The project was moving along at a steady rate. Along is the adverb particle in this
sentence, joining with move to form the phrasal verb move along. It is almost unnecessary to
use along in the example, and we could still fully understand the meaning of the sentence
without it. So, why use particles in English at all? Grammarians don’t often agree on the
reasons for these things, but it’s enough to say that these phrasal verbs that use adverb
particles have become more common over time. It might seem unnecessary to have them, but
language would be a lot less fun if we didn’t. Moreover, we can also argue that adverbial
particles do, in fact, give some meaning to the sentences. Looking back at a previous
example: He ate up all his dinner. Without the adverb particle the sentence would look like
this: He ate all his dinner .Are both those sentences truly the same? One might argue that ate
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upis a little stronger and more visual than ate. The difference is subtle — very subtle.
However, it underlines a point on which grammar specialists do agree; namely, that particles
are “discrete entities”, i.e. they perform very subtle roles in a sentence, but their usage adds
flavour and meaning. We should, however, be clear that some adverb particles do give very
important context as part of a phrasal verb, without which the phrase would make no sense.
For example: The airplane took off at 3am precisely.Took off is a phrasal verb meaning to
become airborne. Without the adverb particle off, the sentence, the airplane took at 3am
precisely, would be nonsensical.

Types of Particles

Strengthening adverbs: after, most, lap, even, more, more, also, also, how, yes, that, -ca2.

Definitive adverbs: so, exactly, really.

Restrictive adverbs: only, but, only, single, only, one.

Interrogative idioms: whether, that is, whether, -mi4.

Verbs of command: di, put, see, come, see, see, come, come, ha, -to you, -to you.

Habits of desire: if only, if only, bari.

Verbs of affirmation and negation: yes, yes, no, no.

NOTE: The most commonly used adverbs in the Azerbaijani language are: ki, ha, akhi,
kash, bas, lap, koy, mager.

HOMONYMY OF HABITS

Number and habit: one, only

Pronoun and habit: so, so, how

Verb and adverb: put, see, see

Adverb and habit: only

Conjunctive and adverb: that, but, and, and, even

PUNCTUATION: -mi4 and -sana2 are written next to each other, all other adverbs are
written separately from the words.

The scientific result of the work: considering all the above, we can say that idioms are
widely used in all languages as auxiliary parts of speech, but it is recommended to explain
idioms in a broader form in sentences together with other parts of speech.

The scientific novelty of the work: in addition to giving a broad explanation of
customs, the article also analyzed its similar and different features with other auxiliary and
main parts of speech. Also, the types of customs were indicated in the article.

Application importance of the work: it seems to us that the presented article can be
important for everyone interested in the topic "The main features of the particles in the
English language”. This article can be used in the teaching of English grammar at the master's
level of foreign language universities.
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O.R.Boashirzada
Ingilis dilinds adatlarin asas xiisusiyyatlori
Xiilaso

Funksional nitq hissalarinden biri do adatdir. Digor funksional nitq hissalori kimi adat da ciimloe-
do miistaqil sintaktik funksiya dasimir, leksik monas1 yoxdur, hor hansi suala cavab vermir. ©dat hor
iki dilds asagidaki xiisusiyyatlorlo tosnif olunur: qiivvotlondirma xiisusiyyatinin leksik-qrammatik ma-
nasi; miixtalif s6z siniflori, s6z qruplari, hatta ctimlolorlo birtorafli uygunlugu, uzlasmasi; dogiglosdir-
mok, miioyyonlosdirmok funksiyasi; baglayicilardan farqli olaraq, odatlar s6zlor vo ciimlolor arasinda
olage yaratmur, lakin sdzlorin va climlalorin monasim tasir edir. ©datlar monani méhkemlandirir, has-
sasliga xidmot edir, istoklorini ifads edir, tosdiq edir va fikrini inkar edir. Bu dillorin tipoloji miigayiso-
si ilo Azarbaycan dilinds olan adatlar boyilik shomiyyati var idi. Maqalade Azorbaycan va ingilis dills-
rinds adatlarin novlori miizakirs olunur, hamginin onlarin arasindaki farqlori miioyyon edir. ©datlarin
koklori danismanin osas hissolorindon alinmasina baxmayaraq, onlarin ilk variantlart miistoqil sabit
vahidlordir: an, lap, daha, bas, mogor, kas, axi, di, toki, bali, yox, xeyr, heg, ha). Qeyri-sabit vahidlor
adatlar vo digor ¢ixig hissalori kimi istifads edilo bilar. Sifaris, n6mra, adabiyyat vo fel kimi s6ziin bu
clir hissolorino hiimanilor olmasi leksik bir mona dasiyirlar, sdzlorin bir hissosinin suallarina cavab
vermirlor vo sdzlorin bir hissosi deyillor.

Acgar sézlar: adat, s6z, mona, ifads, ciimla, masdor, funksiya

A.P.bammp3aje
OCHOBHBIE XapPAKTEPUCTUKHU YACTHUIl B AHIJINHCKOM SI3bIKE
Pe3rome

B rpamMmaruke wactuia — 3T0 HaOOp CIIOB, BBIXONSAIIMX 32 TPEAEbl TPAJAUIIUOHHBIX BOCBMH
4acTeld peud — CYILIECTBUTEIBHOIO, IJarojla, MECTOMMEHUS, MPUIAraTelIbHOrO, IPEUIora, HApEeuwus,
MEXIOMETHS], COK03a, OJJHAKO €€ 3HAYCHUE B SI3bIKE HE BBI3BIBACT COMHEHMN. MTak, 4TO Takoe yacTuua B
aHrmiickoM si3bike? Jlydie Bcero paccMaTpuBaTth ero Kak (DyHKIIMOHAIBHOE CIIOBO MIIM CIIOBO, KOTOPOE
JOJDKHO OBITH CBSI3aHO C APYTUM, YTOOBI IPHIATh 3HaUeHHE. [IpuMepoM MOKET CIyXUTh OyKBa «to» B
rnarosie «OexaTb». XOoTs t0 MOXKET MCHOJIB30BAaThCA KaK MPEIor, ¢ TAaKUMHU IJlarojaMu, Kak Oerars,
JTr00UTH WM TOBOPHUTh, OH AEHCTBYET KaK TaK Ha3bIBAEMBbIH MapKep MHQUHHUTHBA M caM IO cebe He
rMeeT HHUKakoro 3HadeHus. OOmuWil TepMUH IS MOJOOHBIX CIIOB — YacTHIA. B aHTIHIICKOM S3BIKE,
HampuMmep, (paza «Hy JaiHO» HE MMEeT HHUKAaKOH JpYyroil Lemu B pedd, KpoMe Kak Iepenarhb
Hactpoenue. CioBo «BBepx» OyzeT yactuueil Bo (pase «Ionuck» (Kak BO (hpaze «IIOUIIUTE 3Ty TEMY»),
[OJIpa3yMeBas, 4To YeJIOBEK YTO-TO HCCIIEAyeT, a He OyKBAIbHO CMOTPUT B HE00. Bo MHOTHX S3BIKax
YaCTHUIIBl HMCIIONB3YIOTCS B Pa3HbIX KOJMYECTBAX M IO pa3HbIM NpuuuHam. Ha XuHAM OHM MOryT
HCTIONB30BAThCS KaK OYETHOE OOpallieHne WK Jisl 0003HAYEHHS aKIIEHTa MM OTPULIAHHS.
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